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County Economic Development
 What you need to know:





Aitkin County Broadband Profile 2023:
Green Rating: Ranking 40 out of 87

Posted on December 28, 2023 by Ann Treacy
Rank: 40
Aitkin County sees great gains in 2023
 
Aitkin County went from ranking 77 last year to 40 in 2023. They have gone from 60.36 percent
coverage to broadband of 100 Mbps down and 20 up in 2022 to 93.96 percent coverage in
2023.
They have 2100 households without access to broadband at that speed. Estimates indicate that
it will cost $19.5 million to get to ubiquitous broadband in the county.
 
In 2022, Aitkin County worked with Blandin Foundation as an IRBC (Iron Range Broadband
Community) and they were cohorts in Blandin’s inaugural Accelerate! program, a process to
spur community acquisition and deployment of federal and state broadband funds.
In November 2022, the Mille Lacs Messenger reported that an $4.8 million broadband
construction would be completed in fall of 2023.
 
In December 2022, Paul Bunyan Communications shared more about a Minnesota State Border
to Border funded project that would expand broadband to Aitkin, Itasca and St Louis Counties.
And in June 2023, Paul Bunyan reported broadband expansion
in Grand Rapids, Warba, Marble, Calumet and Waukenabo Township in Aitkin County. SCI was
awarded an almost $800,000 from a Border to Border grant to serve 199 locations in the
townships of Balsam, Logan, Spalding, Turner and Workman.
 
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative has two applications for Border to Border grants in to the Office
of Broadband Development; decision should be announced Winter 2024.
 
Aitkin County residents were awarded 65 line extension funding requests, which means state
funding will subsidize last mile broadband extension to their homes.

https://blandinonbroadband.org/2023/12/28/aitkin-county-broadband-profile-2023-green-rating-ranking-40-out-of-87/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/author/annt/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/2023/12/19/estimate-how-much-it-costs-to-get-broadband-to-your-entire-county-in-mn/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/2020/12/13/assessment-of-blandin-community-broadband-program-aitkin-county/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/2021/04/08/blandin-foundation-helping-aitkin-county-expand-and-use-broadband/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/2022/11/25/4-8-m-aitkin-county-broadband-scheduled-completion-in-fall-2023/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/2022/12/13/more-info-on-paul-bunyan-mn-broadband-grants-in-aitkin-itasca-and-st-louis-counties/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/2023/06/05/paul-bunyan-communications-expands-to-warba-marble-calumet-and-waukenabo-township-aitkin-county/
https://blandinonbroadband.org/category/mn-broadband-fund-awards/


In the past, a roadblock for Aitkin was that the county is widely served by a national provider that
has not been upgrading the connections in their area. It seems that is becoming less of a
hindrance.
Aitkin is getting an optimistic green code after significant improvement in the last year and
greater interest from the County and area providers.

Attention Businesses! DEED office of Small
Business Development offers Small Business Calls

MN Office of Small Business Development

https://blandinonbroadband.org/2019/09/27/aitkin-county-rank-is-80-out-of-87-for-access-to-100-20-code-red/
https://joinusmn.com/smallbusiness


JET

SBDC offers Starting a Business 101 Class
Thursday, January 18, 2024

5:00-7:00 PM
Central Lakes College

https://www.nemojt.org/


Register

https://mnscu.rschooltoday.com/public/costoption/class_id/281951


Properties Available in the Aitkin Area

Tour the Properties

http://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/economic-dev/economic-develop.html#gsc.tab=0


Contact me directly for any details and additional opportunities: mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us.

26838 U.S. 169 Aitkin, MN 56431 USA

Are you ready to move you, your family and/or your business to an amazing
area? We welcome you to visit anytime. Tour any of our available properties, enjoy
our recreational assets, amazing dining and our unique entertainment offerings. We
think you will agree, it is Naturally Better here. Aitkin County is a community with
momentum. We are confident once you visit, you will live here!

naturallybetterhere.com

County Business Spotlight

mailto:mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us
https://the-joint-tavern-eatery.business.site/
http://naturallybetterhere.com


ASAP Towing
Aitkin, MN

39633 Deer Street
218.429.0129

asap@asaptowingaitkin.com

mailto:asap@asaptowingaitkin.com


ASAP Towing

What makes Aitkin County Naturally Better

Community
 

Cities

Contact Us

AITKIN COUNTY

https://www.facebook.com/ASAPTowingLP/
https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/index.html#gsc.tab=0


Share This Email

Mark Jeffers
Economic Development Coordinator

mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us
218-513-6188

Visit our Website
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